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1. Receive feedback on national performance of 

candidates on A level papers 1, 2 and 3 of the 

Summer 2019 examination series.

2. Consider the variation of candidates’ 

performance on different questions and 

possible reasons why.

3. Discuss the Examiner Reports by looking at 

example answers to questions.

4. Address common issues and FAQs

Aims and Objectives
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• Introduction and overview of assessment

(5 minutes)

• Looking at examples of student responses 

from across the three papers

(50 minutes)

• Common issues across the papers

(5 minutes)

Session Agenda



Assessment Model
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A level Physics

Assessment model

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3

1h 45mins

90 marks

Topics 6, 7 & 8 

(drawing on AS Topics 

1–3)

30% of A level

1h 45mins

90 marks

Topics 9 - 13 (drawing 

on AS Topics 1, 4 & 5)

30% of A level

2h 30mins

120 marks

All topics – half the 

paper is practical

40% of A level



Examples of Student 

Responses:

Feedback strand 1: 

unstructured calculations
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Paper 1, Q14b
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Paper 1, Q14b – example 1
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Paper 1, Q14b – example 2



10

Paper 1, Q17c – example 1
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Paper 1, Q17c – example 2
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Paper 2, Q16a
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Paper 2, Q16a – example 1
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Paper 2, Q16a – example 2
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Paper 3, Q8a – example 1
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Paper 3, Q8a – example 2
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Paper 3, Q12a
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Paper 3, Q12a – example 1
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Paper 3, Q12a – example 2
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Paper 3, Q12a – example 3



Examples of Student 

Responses:

Feedback strand 2: 

deduction questions
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Paper 1, Q12b
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Paper 1, Q12b – example 1
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Paper 1, Q12b – example 2
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Paper 1, Q14a
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Paper 1, Q14a – example 1
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Paper 1, Q14a – example 2
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Paper 1, Q14a – example 3
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Paper 2, Q11
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Paper 2, Q11 – example 1
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Paper 2, Q11 – example 2
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Paper 2, Q11 – example 3
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Paper 3, Q4
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Paper 3, Q4 – example 1
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Paper 3, Q4 – example 2
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Paper 3, Q5b 
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Paper 3, Q5b – example 1
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Paper 3, Q5b – example 2
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Paper 3, Q5c – example 1
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Paper 3, Q5c – example 2



Examples of Student 

Responses:

Feedback strand 3: 

linkage questions
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Paper 1 Q16biv (6 marks)
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Marking Scheme
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Paper 1, Q16biv – example 1
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Paper 1, Q16biv – example 2
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Paper 1, Q16biv – example 3



47

Paper 2, Q13
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Paper 2, Q13 – example 1
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Paper 2, Q13 – example 2
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Paper 3, Q8b
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Paper 3, Q8b – example 1
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Paper 3, Q8b – example 2



Examples of Student 

Responses:

Feedback strand 4: 

experimental skills
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Paper 1, Q15biii
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Paper 1, Q15biii – example 1
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Paper 1, Q15biii – example 2
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Paper 1, Q15biii – example 3
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Paper 3, Q1b – example 1
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Paper 3, Q1b – example 1
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Paper 3, Q1b – examples 2 & 3
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Paper 3, Q3a – example 1
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Paper 3, Q3a – example 2
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Paper 3, Q3bii&iii – example 1 
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Paper 3, Q3bii&iii – example 2
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Paper 3 Q7ai (6 marks)
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Paper 3, Q7ai – example 1
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Paper 3, Q7ai – example 2



Common features of the 

responses seen across all 

three papers
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1. Candidates were well prepared for topics on the specification 

that have been previously examined, suggesting that centres 

are making good use of past question papers and mark 

schemes.

2. The most successful candidates completed calculations 

faultlessly and responded with explanatory points that were 

ordered logically and were relevant to the question context.

3. Questions that involved straightforward calculations produced 

significantly better marks than questions requiring discussion 

or explanation.

4. Questions requiring the evaluation of scientific information 

leading to a deduction or judgement along with a justified 

conclusion were often answered well, showing some ingenuity 

in the variety of approaches.

Stronger Responses:

Summary
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1. Less successful candidates could not always tackle 

calculations involving several steps or other complications, 

such as converting years to seconds.

2. In some calculation questions requiring a judgement to be 

made conclusions were not always made sufficiently explicit.

3. There is evidence that candidates are not paying sufficient 

attention to the command words used in the question. For 

example, in some questions, the word 'explain' did not elicit 

the level of detail expected.

4. Some of the language and processes of quantifying 

uncertainties in practical work is poorly understood by 

candidates. In particular candidates’ use of the terms 

accuracy, error, precision, resolution and uncertainty.

Weaker Responses:

Summary
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Common Issues

1. When candidates cannot fit their answers into 

the answer space they do not always indicate 

where the rest of the answer is.

2. In a “linkage” question candidates do not always 

show how statements link together logically to 

form a complete explanation.

3. When answering a “judgement” question 

candidates sometimes forget that the final 

conclusion must include a comparison of data 

using the calculated answer.
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Support

• For more information, please contact subject 

advisors, subjects pages/communities, and “Ask 

the Expert”

• Subject Advisor: Irine Muhiuddin

• Contact through web form on on 0330 058 9493

• https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualification

s/edexcel-a-levels/physics-2015.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/physics-2015.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/physics-2015.html
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Other useful links

1. Grade Boundaries

This page shows the minimum marks needed to 

achieve a certain grade for all UK examinations. Also 

refer to the Examiners’ Report.

2. Examination Results Statistics

Results statistics summarise the overall grade 

outcomes of candidates sitting Edexcel examinations.

3. Results Plus

Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and 

detailed analysis of your students’ exam and mock 

performance.
‒ See your students’ scores for every exam question.

‒ Understand how your students’ performance compares with 

 Edexcel national averages.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-statistics.html?Qualification-Family=International-Advanced-Level
http://www.edexcel.com/resultsplus


Find out more about our range of 

events at:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/training

Thank you for attending.

http://qualifications.pearson.com/training
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